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Franz T. Schwarz is a partner of Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr 
LLP in London.  He specializes in international arbitration and dispute resolution and is 
Vice-Chair of the Firm’s International Arbitration Group. 
 
 
Practice 
Mr. Schwarz focuses on complex multi-jurisdictional disputes. He has extensive experience 
with arbitral practice, procedure and advocacy both in civil and common law systems. 
 
Mr. Schwarz regularly serves as arbitrator, including as chairman of arbitral tribunals, and is 
included on the roster of several major arbitral institutions. He has represented clients in over 
sixty arbitrations, both in ad hoc proceedings and before all major arbitral institutions 
(including ICC, LCIA, Vienna, and Stockholm), at various seats (including London, Paris, 
Rome, Vienna, Geneva, Zurich, The Hague, Lausanne, and Stockholm) and under a wide 
variety of applicable laws. Mr. Schwarz has particular experience with contractual and 
corporate disputes in the telecommunications, energy, finance, media, and trade sectors.     
 
Additionally, Mr. Schwarz counsels clients on conflict of laws issues and international 
enforcement of arbitration awards and judgments, including against state entities, and 
frequently advises parties on the protection of foreign investments under bilateral investment 
treaties and similar instruments. 



 

 
 
 

Professional Activities 
Mr. Schwarz lectures international arbitration at Zurich University, the Vienna School of 
Economics, and Johns Hokins in Bologna. He is a Member of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators, the IBA Arbitraton Sub-Committee on the New York Convention, the LCIA, 
DIS and the Swiss and Austrian Arbitration Associations. Mr. Schwarz participates in the 
LCIA working committee to represent the LCIA at the sessions of the UNCITRAL Working 
Group II on the reform of the model rules in international commercial arbitration.   
 
From 2003-2007, Mr. Schwarz served on the Executive Board of the ICDR’s Young & 
International Arbitration program, which he co-founded.  He is the recipient of the American 
Arbitration Association’s Distinguished Service Award “for his distinguished service and 
support of international arbitration and mediation.” 
 
 
Qualifications 
Mr. Schwarz is an Austrian Rechtsanwalt and member of the Vienna bar. He graduated as 
Magister Juris from University of Vienna School of Law, Austria (1995, top of class) and 
has obtained an LL.M. degree from the London School of Economics (with merits).   
 
 
Publications 
Mr. Schwarz frequently speaks and publishes on topical issues of international arbitration.  
Recent publications include: 
 
Commentary on the International Rules of the American Arbitration Association, in:  
Weigand (ed.), Practitioner’s Handbook on International Arbitration (2nd ed. Oxford 
University Press, March 2010) 
 
Das Verfahren vor dem Schiedsgericht (ZPO §§ 594-602), in: 
Handbuch des Österreichischen Schiedsrechts, Rechberger/Oberhammer/Liebscher (Hrsg), 
(Springer Verlag, 2010) 
 
The Limits of Party Autonomy in International Arbitration, in: International Arbitration 
Forum Vienna, (Eleven International Publishing, December 2009) 
 
Arbitration in: Austria – Legal Changes and Trends, in:  
The European and Middle Eastern Arbitration Review, Global Arbitration Review (2009) 
The Vienna Rules -- A Commentary on International Commercial Arbitration in Austria, 
(Kluwer Law International, January 2009)   
 
The Procedural Order Public And The Internationalization of Public Order In Arbitration, 
Austrian Arbitration Yearbook 2008, Manz (2008) 
 
The New Vienna Rules, Arbitration International Vol 23 No 4 (2007) 
 
Enforcing Foreign Arbitral Awards in England, Tagungsband DIS, Dresden 2007 
Arbitration in Germany, International Comparative Legal Guide to International Arbitration,  
Global Legal Group (2007, with Hanno Wehland) 


